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Republika e Kosovës
Republika Kosova-Republic of Kosovo

Qeveria - Vlada - Government

                 No. 01/20      Date: 31.03.2020
Pursuant to Article 92, paragraph 4, and Article 93 paragraph (4) of the Constitution of the Republic of Kosovo, and Article 4, paragraph 2.1 of the Regulation No. 05/2020 on the Areas of Administrative Responsibilities of the Office of the Prime Minister and Ministries, and articles 17 and 19 of the Regulation No. 09/2011 on the Rules and Procedures of the Government of the Republic of Kosovo, the incumbent Government of the Republic of Kosovo, at its meeting held on 28 March 2020, having regard to Government Decision No. 01/14 of 20 March 2020, the incumbent Government of the Republic of Kosovo, at its meeting held on 31 March 2020, issues this: 
D E C I S I O N 
On the gradual application of reciprocity as a principle in relations with Serbia
1. In trade relations with Serbia, the designations used in the following documents shall be in accordance with the Constitution of the Republic of Kosovo and the legislation in force:

1.1. Phyto-sanitary Certificate and the accompanying documentation for food and non-food products of plant and non-animal origin, that are subjected to phyto-sanitary control at the border; 
1.2. Veterinary Certificate and accompanying documentation for food and non-food products of animal origin that are subjected to veterinary control at the border; 
2. Obliged to implement this decision:

1.1. Border Police; 

1.2. Customs;

1.3. Food and Veterinary Agency;

1.4. Agency for Medicinal Products and Equipment;
1.5. Other responsible institutions;

3. The implementation and adequacy of this decision will be reviewed at least once a month.

4. Government decisions No. 01/76 of 21 November 2018 and No. 06/82 of 28 December 28 2018, shall be repealed.

5. This Decision enters into force on the day of its signature and shall remain in force until 15 June 2020.
REASONING

The measures of reciprocity or mutual actions are an institute of relations between sovereign countries, and as such are recognised by the general principles of international law.

The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) of 1947, amended in 1994, is the founding instrument of the World Trade Organization. The GATT recognizes the fundamental principles of reciprocity, non-discrimination and the most-favoured nation. In essence, these principles serve to provide an efficient and equitable outcome of trade policy by eliminating barriers to trade.

The main objective of the Central European Free Trade Agreement (CEFTA) of 2007, inter alia, is to eliminate trade barriers and facilitate movement of goods in transit and cross-border movement of goods and services between territories of countries.

The Treaty establishing the Transport Community, signed by the European Union, Serbia and the Republic of Kosovo, along with other Western Balkan countries, also stipulates that the parties should implement the European Union legislation on road transport.

Kosovo's Trade Policy, adopted by the Government in 2009, aims to maximize and stabilize the benefits from liberalization of the trade.

Since the entry into force of CEFTA, Serbia has imposed a number of non-tariff trade barriers on the Republic of Kosovo, including transit barriers, technical barriers and political barriers. Thus, Serbia has harmed exporters and importers from the Republic of Kosovo, and has caused a high trade deficit for our country.

The tariff barriers are presented in details in the document "Proposal for reciprocity measures on regulating trade with Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina" of 20 February 2020, submitted on by the working group on trade barriers, that is established by the Ministry of Economy, Employment, Trade, Industry, Entrepreneurship and Strategic Investments (attached as appendix).

Consequently, based on the above principles and reasons, the Government decided as in the enacting clause.

Albin Kurti

      







___________________

Incumbent Prime Minister of the Republic of Kosovo
To be sent to:

- Deputy Prime Ministers

- All Ministries (Ministers)

-  Secretary General of the OPM 
- CEFTA Secretariat

 

- Government Archive      
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